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FOREWORD 



Development of_Alternate Mode ls for F inancing V ocational Education 
is fund? * by a contract between the U.S. Office of F. duration and the Uni- 
versity of California at Los Angeles. It is one of eleven satellite studies 
which comprise the National education Finance Project, the most compre- 
hensive study of school finance on all levels of education since the 1930*s. 
The purpose of the three -year national project is "to devise models of 
school finance which can he utilized by educators and legislators in evalu- 
ating existing methods for financing education at the state and Federal 
levels.” This pub! cation represents the outcome of the first year’s work 
for this satellite study. 

The compilation of Financin g Vocational Education in the Public 
Schools was the result of a joint effort on the part of the staff at UCLA 
which worked on the project. However, specific individuals contributed 
their unique talents tc various sections of the work. 

The chapters entitled "The Image of Vocational Education" and 
"Federal Contributions to Vocational Education” were written by the 
Assistant Director, Art Berchin. Leonard Shymoniak made a significant 
contribution to the method of projecting vocational education enrollments 
for 1980, and Paul Gilbert helped to project the 1980 vocational education 
costs. Marvin Heinsohn's assistance on the allocation of Federal voca- 
tional education funds as well as Daniel Aldrich’s work on the program 
accounting procedure are also gratefully acknowledged. 

The individual state reports which make up the second part of this 
work were written by the staff after visits to the various state departments 
of education. In this connection, I wish to thank the many individuals who 
give so much of their valuable time to the staff during the course of these 
visits. Their knowledge of the workings of vocational education in their 
respective states was crucial in order to assemble these reports. 

Finally, I wish to join with the staff in thanking Mr. Tom Dewey for 
serving as editor and Miss Janet Zieschang for typing the major portion 
of the manuscript. The effort they both gave to this project is truly appre- 
ciated. 



Erick L. Lindman 
Principal Investigator 
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CHAPTER I 

THE IMAGE OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 



While increasing n,ds are becoming available to support the training 
of both young people and adults in vital occupations, many people are 
reluctant to enroll in vocational education programs. It is commonly 
believed that the only students who enroll in occupational education 
programs are those who cannot survive in the highly competitive world 
of college and university training. It appears, therefore, that if growing 
numbers of students are to be trained to meet the manpower needs of our 
technological society, the people at large, as well as many educators, 
will first have to change their view of the nature of vocational education. 

Historically, Americans have held vocational education in low esteem. 
Most Americans who emigrated from Europe and Asia felt that schooling 
would enable their children to improve their social position. They wanted 
them to enter the professions, or to become "white collar" workers, 
something that had not been possible in their native countries. Many of 
these "blue collar" immigrants conceived of vocational education as being 
designed for "blue collar" workers only, and they developed the attitude 
that vocational education was for other children, not their own. 

The disparagement of vocational education was reinforced by the 
way it had been defined in the past, and the narrow goals that had been 
established for various programs. Even today, despite such relevant, 
contemporary definitions of vocational education as, "the successful 
transmission of man's increasing knowledge and ability to control and 
utilize the forces and materials of an industrial culture, "* a definition 
that clearly implies academic proficiency, the general public views 
vocational-technical education far more narrowly. 

Several plain facts may be cited as reasons for this misconception. 
First, the definition of vocational education was restricted by the limited 
amount of Federal funds available. More liberal funding would have led 
to broader definitions. Second, as Federal monies were distributed among 
all the states, limitations had to be set on their use. Third, narrow defini- 
tions made it easier for both legislators and educators to focus on areas 
with which the nation was especially concerned. 

A brief look at some definitions of vocational education will reveal 
that: over the last fifty years, although occupational training programs 
have broadened to include the teaching of more and move skills, the image 
of vocational education in the public mind has changed very little. 

In 1917, the Smith-HugheB Act, one of the first implementations of 
Federal aid to schools below the college level, and amendments to this 
Act (George-Reed Act of 1929, George-Ellzey Act of 1934, George -Deen 
Act of 1936, and Geci ge-Barden Act of 1946) defined vocational education 
so as to make it distinct from general education. Under these acts, 



1. Herbert Righthand, "What Research Has to Say for Industrial Educa- 
tion," Journal of Industrial Education. Volume 2, Number 1 (Fall, 1964), 
p. 5. 
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